
Bella Lana 
Open Day

Post Weaning Weights Winning Post Drought
This year we joined our ewe lambs in an attempt to increase our numbers after
the drought and also to speed up the genetic gains. We are incredibly pleased
with a 66% scanned in lamb. Several clients have also followed the practice of
scanning ewe lambs. Lachlan and Dugald Campbell, “Mumbil” Wellington, have
joined 984 ewe lambs with the result of 65% scanned in lamb. Our breeding
focus on improving Post Weaning Weight (PWT) has seen our lambs reach
maturity earlier thus enabling joining from six months onwards.
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Events

Bella Lana Data Delivers

Welcome to our 2020 Bella Lana newsletter. We hope that you are all enjoying a
better season than we have had in the recent past.

23% of the drop (male and female) have a BCOV (breech cover) that is in the top 10%
of the database (below -0.2)
3% of the drop (male and female) have a DP+ index in the top 10% 
10% of the drop (male and female) have a PWT (post weaning weight) in the top 10%
of the Sheep Genetics database (above 6.3)

Through our persistence and striving for better ASBV figures, we have achieved
great results with our genetics. We are now breeding sheep in the top 1% for
selected traits. This includes a 2019 drop ewe lamb with a DP plus index of 208.
Some interesting facts about the 2019 drop:

Below is as selection of the 2019 drop sale rams ASBVs as of 27/07/2020:

TUESDAY 
8TH SEPTEMBER

Dubbo National
Ram Sale and

Exhibition
25TH-26TH AUGUST

Bredwell Fedwell
Workshop

THURSDAY
27TH AUGUST
FROM THE POSITIVE

RESPONSE THAT WE RECEIVED ON OUR
FIELD DAY LAST YEAR WITH

PRESENTER DR JASON
TROMPF WE ARE HOSTING A BRED

WELL FED WELL WORKSHOP. 

(UNDER THE STRICT COVID-19
REGULATIONS, WE NEED NAMES OF

ATTENDANT BEFORE EVENT)

Annual 
Ram Sale

WEDNESDAY

23RD SEPTEMBER

FROM 10:00AM TO 2:00PM

250 RAMS (ALL AUCTION AND
GRADE) AVAILABLE FOR

INSPECTION AT YOUR OWN LEISURE. 

LOCATION: BELLA LANA,
302 BURREL CREEK RD

WELLINGTON NSW

CATALOGUE WILL BE AVILABLE
ONLINE AND IN PRINT ON THE DAY

REFRESHMENTS AND LUNCH
PROVIDED

On-Property
Sale

WEDNESDAY
23RD SEPTEMBER

INSPECTIONS: 10:00AM
SALE: 1:00PM
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Testimonial by Brad Croker:, Bungendore NSW

We started using Bella Lana merino rams 3 years ago for the property I manage,
“Gidleigh Station” at Bungendore. We were really chasing extra carcase, growth and
weight for age without compromising any of the wonderful wool characteristics of
our merino.
 

This dual-purpose type strategy was a risk strategy for us, and we wanted to
capitalise on both lamb and wool markets. In these 3 years we have seen an
incredible improvement in our sheep, carcase wise without giving up that fine white
stylish wool.
 

I was standing in a pen of 10-month-old ewe lambs that were born in the drought. It
didn’t rain here until middle of February. They did it tough early on, but these lambs
have incredible growth for age. I am incredibly happy with them. All the wether
lambs with them were all sold off as fats between 7 and 9 months of age. That extra
maturity, fattening ability and doing ability has been great for us. 
 

Testimonial by Lexi Cesnik, Tarcutta NSW:

I have a self replacing Merino flock with my mum and dad at Tarcutta. Our ewes are
18 to 18.5 micron and our hoggets are 17 to 17.2 in all years. We have a traditional
fine wool block with fine wool types. Back in 2016 we changed our ram source and
went to Bella Lana.  I had completed some work for them and I was super impressed
with the direction they were going in and the way they were achieving their goals. 
 

In 2016 I purchased our first rams from Bella Lana and we’ve been super impressed
with them ever since. They are a different style of wool to what we are used to but
we are still keeping the really high-quality. Since then we have been super
impressed with a wool quality, we have a little more length in our staple which is
great. We are keeping these beautiful bright white, wool crimping types. We were
getting really great yields in 2018, 2019, even though it was a difficult year in regards
to weather conditions, we managed 68 to 72% yields respectively, tough years.
 

Bella Lana Rams Are Top Pick for Cesnik

The biggest thing we have noticed is the staple length in wools but also the growth rates in young sheep. We are
turning our wethers off sooner and they’re finishing off a lot better. Our young ewe hoggets are coming up to
weights much quicker for joining. We are getting a much better conception rate out of our young ewes. This is
great to see especially for this country that can be tough at times and it is fantastic to be able to utilise it.

Carcase Traits Key For Croker's Choices

 

For the first time ever trying to recover post drought and increase our numbers I have joined these ewe lambs,
and have just scanned them. We joined the whole lot, didn’t class any out and 50% of them are pregnant. Now I
have now got another 650 young ewes here to lamb this spring. Key to that is going to be the nutritional support
we can give them.
 

I must commend Scott and Anna Brien of Bella Lana Merinos in the information that they share and education
avaliable for their clients. I believe that we are equipped well enough with early weaning strategies and nutritional
advice to be able to look after these young ewes and capitalise on this early pregnancy. These young ewes are a
credit to them. In only 3 years of using their rams it has definitely lifted our carcase traits without giving away
that stylish white wool.

I can highly recommend the Bella Lana rams to anybody who is looking for a dual-purpose type merino such as
these. Thank you.



The wedding of our eldest daughter Sarah to Neale Dawson was a fantastic celebration and we managed it just
before Covid-19 hit.
Our second daughter Jane is working at Coonamble with Local Land Services.
Our third daughter Hannah just won’t leave us, after starting at Wollongong University, COVID-19 hit and now
she is back with us studying online.

News on the Home Front
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Project is a major genetics adoption program in the Merino sheep breeding industry, running from January 2018 to
June 2022. The collaborative approach between MLA Donor Company, University of New England, MerinoLink
Limited, NSW DPI, Sally Martin Consulting and the project participants has already started to meet the project target
of doubling the rate of genetic gain of project participants by 2022. 

The project focusses on working with the project participants, of which Bella Lana is one of the participating ram
breeders, to strategically use the genetic and genomic tools currently available. A major component of the
adoption strategy has seen the total financial contribution from all participants equating to upward of $1.7 million. 
In a time of poor seasons recently, this is a significant commitment for participating seed stock breeders to
improve their genetic gain, and we are delighted to be part of this project.

There are 30 seed stock breeders involved in the project located in NSW, Victoria, and Western Australia. 18
commercial breeders breeding their own rams and 52 commercial breeders purchasing rams. 

DNA Parentage and genomic testing has allowed Merino seed stock breeders to capture more accurate
relationships between animals to enhance accuracy of the estimated breeding value predictions. With more trust in
using ASBVs as part of their selection toolbox, the collective ram breeder group are improving their rate of genetic
gain. In the first year of the project participants have increased the rate of genetic gain within the group by 2.4
index and are 5 MP+ index points higher than the rest of the MERINOSELECT database when comparing average
index improvement. 

Flock Profile and RamSelect’s Ram Team Manager are tools commercial breeders are using to benchmark the
genetic merit of their Merino flocks. This information is aiding participants in better ram selection and buying
decisions to increase the genetic merit of their flocks.

The project’s catalyst was co-investment of DNA testing from MLA. However the projects key focuses have been on
capacity building to improve data quality and integrity, strategic use of tools available and most importantly
building relationships between breeders (ram and commercial), service providers and geneticists. To date, the
project is on-track meeting all milestones and looks to continue on past the life of the project.

The UNE/MerinoLink DNA Stimulation

Our newly constructed drought lot has enabled us to manage our country better and
maintained our ewe numbers. It was also extremely useful for early weaning. We
envisage using our lots in the future for this exact purpose.
 

The lambs were weaned straight into a drought lot at 12 weeks old. Then from early
February they have been on green pastures, increasing their condition score for
joining at seven months. They cut an average of 3kg with six months’ wool growth.
This year is the first year we have joined for five weeks across all age groups. This
will see a tightening up of our lambing. The ewes are in great condition for lambing.

Flexibility into the Future for the Farm

In early February we received fantastic rain which started the sowing season. We have sown canola for the first
time and are more than pleased with the results we are seeing. 



Congratulations to John Bestwick and Tom Roberts, "Euarra', for their
achievements in coming first at the Bathurst Merino Association in the maiden
ewe competition. It is wonderful to see our bloodline flourish in different parts of
NSW.

Does anyone have a small number of ewes of Bella Lana blood (less then 100) that
they would like to sell. We have a buyer. Just contact us for details. Thanks

Client Achievements

Wanted
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