
Welcome to our 2024 newsletter.

What a turnaround in 12 months... 
from very dry conditions and record 
low stock prices we’re now having a 
magical season. Just when you think 
you are needing some rain, along it 
comes which has given us some of 
the best grazing crops and pastures 
we’ve ever had. Stock prices are also 
continuing to get stronger. It’s a great 
feeling! 

The stock are doing extremely well 
with good pregnancy scanning 
results. The lambs should bounce 
away with the season looking great.

The rams are also looking terrific with 
our trademark wools. 

Bella Lana strives to have a balanced 
animal that suits a broad range of 
climates and breeding objectives.

We’ve kept our micron consistent 
while achieving good muscle and fat 
in conjunction with growth and wool 
cut in our sheep.  

We’re into our second year measuring 
worm resistance for all our clients 
who are wanting to monitor and 
reduce worm burdens. 

Bella Lana has also kept the five-star 
rating from sheep genetics which 

means you can be confident in the 
figures displayed. 

This rating has been acheived by 
consistently collecting timely and 
accurate data. 

“Bella Lana Poll Merinos received a 
5 Star data quality score from Sheep 
Genetics and Meat & Livestock 
Australia in recognition of the hard 
work and dedication to collecting 
quality data that can benefit all clients 
and the industry,”  

- Sheep Genetics, 2024
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SALE DATE - Friday, 20th September.  
Bella Lana’s on-property ram sale. 

We run a self-replacing commercial 
merino breeding operation at 
Gunning, NSW. 

In 2022, we started using Bella Lana 
genetics to help us move away from 
mulesing, improve early growth in 
our sheep, and increase fertility, 
all while maintaining good wool 
coverage.

We researched various studs, 
using ASBVs to select traits that 
matched our breeding objectives. 
We chose Bella Lana because their 
dual-purpose genetics seemed best 
suited to our goals.

Our journey with Bella Lana began 
in 2022 when we bought rams from 
their on-property sale... Cont.

Jack Medway
‘Hillcrest’, Gunning NSW



Jack Medway, ‘Hillcrest’
We were very pleased with the quality of the rams and 
bought more in 2023. 

Even with just one drop of lambs on the ground, we’ve 
seen impressive growth in those sheep, particularly in body 
length and size. EiDs are used to track performance metrics 
like body weight, wool cut, fertility and breach wrinkle.

We’re excited to collect the data on the Bella Lana progeny 
in the coming months to see how they compare to our 
existing genetics.

Scott and Anna have been great to work with, offering a 
wealth of knowledge and support throughout our journey.

We’re extremely pleased with the quality of the rams 
and highly recommend Bella Lana genetics based on the 
improvements we’re already starting to see in our flock.

Photograph: Jack and Jen Medway’s first drop of Bella Lana’s genetics

- Don Macdonald

There is no doubt that agriculture always poses challenges 
and now there are as many challenges for wool growers as 
ever.

In my three areas of involvement in the industry, as a wool 
broker, an AWI Director and lastly as a farmer. It is the latter 
where I’m able to look at the future of the industry with 
a clear lens and also, it’s the latter where it’s the easiest 
decision to make if I want to diversify. The success of the 
first two rests primarily with farmers staying with wool 
sheep, and as we know the challenges for woolgrowers over 
the past few years have been great. 

During Covid shearer and shed hand availability was very 
problematic and the substantial price rises associated with 
wool harvesting are still with us. There are other labour 
related challenges for wool sheep but, it’s around harvesting 
and price of wool that is the main reason most growers 
leave wool. At AWI we have been asking the question 
“What do we need to do to keep people in the industry and 
why are they leaving?” In response to that they gathered 
some benchmarking data over the last five years which 
shows some interesting takeaway points. Comparisons 
were done over that period against a beef cattle enterprise, 
dual purpose sheep and a prime lamb enterprise for the 
period 2019-23 on an operating profit $/DSE basis. During 
that period, we had the worst year of the drought, some 
fantastic prices for livestock and the tail end of some very 
good wool prices. We also had some abnormally low wool 
prices due to Covid restrictions and shipping issues.

Without going into too much detail there were some very 
good take away points for wool growers to consider. Out of 
the four different enterprises, whilst wool in each of those 
years didn’t come out on top, it also never came up on the 
bottom and in fact it ran second in four out of the five years. 

Beef was the worst performer during the drought but came 
out on top in the last year. Dual purpose was the leader in 
20-21 with wool second. So, the real take away point here is 
the stability of the wool enterprise, particularly in dry times.

Within each enterprise there was the greatest gap in $ 
per DSE, up to $30 per DSE between the top performers 
and the bottom. When the top 20% were studied that gap 
narrowed and there was only $7.30 per DSE between top 
and bottom across all four and wool very much in the mix.

The real message here is “There is more to be gained 
by getting better at the existing enterprise than moving 
between enterprises.”

I have some understanding of the work and expertise that 
goes on at Bella Lana to produce genetics for us commercial 
growers to get better at what we do. Mostly when you love 
what you do, you do it well and that’s a good reason to 
stay in merinos. But I’m also very happy to be working with 
people who are trying to be the best so I can get better.

There is more to be gained by getting better at your existing 
enterprise than moving between enterprises
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We’re all very pleased with the 2023 sale results. 110/120 
rams were sold with an average of $1968. There were two 
top-priced rams of $4250.

Robyn Cosgrove, Rockley, purchased one of the top priced 
rams, she’s been buying rams from Bella Lana since 2019.

“I picked him (Bella Lana 220314) months ago when they had 
him at a display day at Bathurst,” she said. “He has got that 
nice body shape and wool that I’m looking for with figures that 
link up with what I like. I breed my own rams so he’ll go out 
with about 30 ewes in a week or two for joining”

Boris Ostini, Taures, Boomey, purchased the second sale 
topper, Bella Lana 220928 for $4250. Wool quality was 
front of mind for Mr. Ostini, who said he wanted a proud 
standing ram with good feet and figures to match.

“We can’t lose sight of the fact that you need to maintain the 
good wool on your Merino sheep to have a true dual purpose 

sheep,” he said. “I’ll join about 1500 ewes this year so the top 
priced ram will settle in at home ready for the beginning of 
March”.

In total, Mr Ostini purchased five rams to average $2550.

Returning client and volume buyer Edward Hunter, 
Minnamurra, Yeoval, purchased 14 rams to a top price 
$1750 to average $1518. Mr Hunter has purchased rams 
for the past three years.

“I wanted good quality wool and a clean long staple length,” he 
said. “Bella Lana rams have all the attributes to make a dual 
sheep whilst still focusing on wool. We have a cropping and 
sheep operation running 4500 Merino breeding ewes, which 
the rams will be joined to in early November.”

The Hunter family considers Bella Lana rams as good value 
for their flock.

Brad Wilson, Nutrien, Boris Ostini, Boomey, Anna, Hannah, Jane and Scott Brien, Bella Lana, Robyn Cosgrove, Rockley, John Settree, Nutrien, with 
the two top priced rams, which sold for $4250

Bella Lana Poll Merino Ram Sale Results 2023



Rest in peaceFamily update

On-property ram sale - New dates

TUE 3 
SEPTEMBER

Tuesday 3 September, 2024 - 10am - 4pm  
South West Slopes Stud Merino Field, Harden. 
Display of Bella Lana 2024 Sale rams 		
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TUE 10 
SEPTEMBER

Tuesday 10 September, 2024 - 10am - 4pm  
Bella Lana open day 
Displaying all 2024 sale rams

NEW!
FRI 20 
SEPTEMBER

Friday 20 September, 2024  
Bella Lana Poll Merino on-property ram sale

Inspection: 	 10AM 
Sale : 		  1:00PM

** MARK YOUR DIARY **

Hannah is in her second year 
working for the Local Land Services 
in Wagga Wagga as a Livestock 
Officer. From all accounts, she is 
doing a great job, and we are very 
proud of her. 

Hannah has been spending her 
holidays from work travelling around 
Greece, Scotland and England with 
her friends. 

Jane and Hayden have welcomed 
little baby Alice into their lives on on 
March 25. Jane is keen to get back 
to work on the farm and Anna has 
the new role of looking after Alice 
whenever Jane is on farm.

Sarah and Neale welcomed their 
baby boy, Max, on January 4.  
Two-year-old Matilda is finally 
showing him some love and 
affection after much encouragement.

We travelled 4,500km around 
Queensland. First stop being the 
Birdsville Big Red Bash. Visiting the 
old wool scours and shearing shed 
at Blackhall, an amazing enterprise, 
reinforced how much our industry 
has evolved. 

Ian Dobel, Rockley, NSW 

Ian was one of our first clients when 
we started Bella Lana in 2007.  Ian 
knew his sheep & always purchased 
from the top end of the sale. He was 
always ready to give us support and 
encouragement. Our condolences 
are extended to his family.

Peter Beddie, Mandagery, NSW

Peter suddenly passed away earlier 
this year. He has been one of 
newer clients. Our condolences are 
extended to his family.

It is with a heavy heart to write of the passing of two of our clients.


